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Point: Studying the attributes of God is important, since knowing God is at the heart of Christian 
living.


Jesus spoke of Christian salvation and the sanctification experience by saying… 

John 17:3 “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and the one you have 
sent—Jesus Christ.” 

Point: In this lesson we are talking about attributes of God known as His absolute attributes.  They 
are ones that “belong to the essence of God as considered in itself.” 
1

“Absolute” = “The term ‘Absolute” is derived from the Latin absolutus, a compound of ab (from) and 
solvere (to loosen), and thus means free as to condition, or free from limitation or restraint.  This 
fundamental thought was worked out in various ways, so that the Absolute was regarded as that 
which is free from all conditions.” 
2

Explanation: In this lesson, we consider attributes of God that are directly tied to His nature as God.  
These attributes cannot be divorced from HIs nature in any way.


Point:  These attributes are what makes God God. 

Six attributes that constitute the nature of God… 

1. Living  

Point/Cross Reference: The Bible often refers to the Lord as “the living God” (Deuteronomy 5:26; 
Joshua 3:10; 1 Samuel 17:26, 36; 2 Kings 19:4, 16; Psalm 42:2, 84:2; Isaiah 37:4, 17; Jeremiah 
23:36; Daniel 6:26; Hosea 1:10; Matthew 16:16, 26:63; Acts 14:15; Romans 8;26; 2 Corinthians 3:3, 
6:16; 1 Timothy 3:15, 4:10; Hebrews 3:12, 9:14, 10:31, 12:22; Revelation 7:2);    

The author of Hebrews referred to the Lord as “the living God”… 

Hebrews 12:22 Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God (the heavenly 
Jerusalem), to myriads of angels, a festive gathering. 

Point: God’s nature as a living God differentiates him from all other objects or idols that are 
sometimes worshipped by mankind.


Because of God’s living nature, the Psalmist realized it was folly to worship idols… 

Psalm 115:4-8 “Their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands.  They have mouths but 
cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see.  They have ears but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 
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They have hands but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk.  They cannot make a sound with their 
throats. Those who make them are just like them, as are all who trust in them.”


One has commented on the significance of God’s living nature… 

G.R. Lewis: “In contrast to the passive ultimates of Greek philosophies the God of the Bible 
actively creates, sustains, covenants with his people, preserves Israel and the Messiah's line of 
descent, calls prophet after prophet, sends his Son into the world, provides the atoning sacrifice 
to satisfy his own righteousness, raises Christ from the dead, builds the church, and judges all 
justly. Far from a passive entity like a warm house, the God of the Bible is an active architect, 
builder, freedom fighter, advocate of the poor and oppressed, just judge, empathetic counselor, 
suffering servant, and triumphant deliverer.”  
3

Point: The God of the Bible cannot be limited to a concept, a creed, a code of ethics, or a cultural 
religion.  He is Creator God — the living Lord!  Worship Him involves knowing a real, living being! 

Application: We have a God who is living and active.  He is animate and lively.  He has the potential 
to act, speak, create, and interact with His Creation.  Consequently, our religious and spiritual lives 
are not intended to be static, dead, and object-oriented.  Through worship, we relate to a real, lively 
being — the God of the Universe!


2. Eternity 

“Eternity” = “The attribute of eternity means that God exists endlessly.  His existence extends 
endlessly backward and forward (from our viewpoint of time) without any interruption or limitation 
caused by succession of events.” 
4

“Eternity” = Eternity means without beginning and without end.  It is often depicted in popular 
culture by the following symbol: ∞.  In mathematics, the same symbol is used of infinity, another 
absolute attribute of God.  We will talk about that attribute later.


In 1 Samuel 15:29, the Lord is called “the Eternal One”… 

1 Samuel 15:29 “Furthermore, the Eternal One of Israel does not lie or change his mind, for he is 
not man who changes his mind.”


The Psalmist declared the Lord’s eternal nature… 

Psalm 93:2 Your throne has been established from the beginning; you are from eternity


The prophet Habakkuk declared…


Habakkuk 1:12 Are you not from eternity, Lord my God? My Holy One, you will not die.  Lord, 
you appointed them to execute judgment; my Rock, you destined them to punish us.


Point: In Scripture, the doctrine of God’s eternal nature is upheld with titles like “first and last,” 
“Alpha and Omega,” and “beginning and end.”
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Example: Sometimes there are complaints against the concept of God on the basis of this very 
virtue.  Some will opine, “If God exists, who existed before Him?”  The obvious answer should be, 
“No one or no thing.”  God has always existed and He always will exist.  That’s what makes Him 
God!  What’s easier to believe — that God is the first God that has always existed or that the 
material world exists by result of random chemical explosions?


Application:  God’s eternal nature should be a great comfort to us.  He is before all things and He 
holds all things together.  He has always existed and He always will exist.  We can have confidence 
in Him.


3. Immortal 

In his letter to Timothy, Paul spoke of the Lord’s immortal nature… 

2 Timothy 6:16  “…who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has seen or can see, to him be honor and eternal power.  Amen.”


“Immortal” = A compound word (athanasía) literally meaning “without death.”  The term referred to 
endless existence. 
5

“Immortal” = “The condition of not being mortal and, thus, of being deathless, undying, or 
everlasting.  Only God is inherently immortal.” 
6

Explanation: As used in 2 Timothy 6:16, the term referred to Jesus as being immortal.  Because our 
Lord was God, He was un-killable.  Though His physical body perished, His soul continued to live.  
His soul then raised His body and transformed into a glorified body that will never perish.  Jesus’ 
victory over death gave witness to the immortal nature of God. 

Point: Through the Lord’s plan of human redemption, we gain the ability to never die.  That is, we 
inherit immortality (1 Corinthians 15:53-54).  However, the Lord is the only one who is inherently 
immortal. 

4. Invisible 

In his letter to Timothy, Paul referenced the Lord’s invisible nature… 

1 Timothy 1:17 “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”


“Invisible” = The Greek word (aóratos) was a compound word that literally meant “without seeing.”  It 
referred to that which cannot be seen with the physical eyes. 
7

Application:  The Lord cannot be reduced to a physical object we can see or handle.  He is greater 
than our perception or understanding.  He is beyond our reach or our power to obtain.  
Consequently, He should be revered and we should humbly seek His self-revelation and grace. 
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5. Spirit 

Jesus revealed that God exists as a Spirit… 

John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and in truth.”


Point: God does not have a corporal body.  He is not material.  Instead of being a physical entity, He 
is a spiritual entity.


Thomas Brooks: “God is an immaterial substance, of a pure, subtile, mixed essence, not 
compounded of body and soul, without all extension of parts.  The body is a dreggish thing.  The 
more spiritual God’s essence, the more noble and excellent it is.” 
8

This is why idolatry is so abhorrent.  It is the basis for the second command of the Ten 
Commandments… 

Exodus 20:4 “Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the heavens 
above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth.”


Explanation: God is unique in that He is a glorious spirit.  He can not be reduced to mere objects 
fashioned by the hands of men and women.  He cannot be contained within physical representations 
of humanity’s makings.


Scripture uses several metaphors or analogies to speak of the presence of God… 

1 Timothy 6:16  “…who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has seen or can see, to him be honor and eternal power. Amen.”


Hebrews 12:29 “…for our God is a consuming fire.”


Revelation 4:2-3 “Immediately I was in the Spirit, and there was a throne in heaven and someone 
was seated on it.  The one seated there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian stone. A 
rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald surrounded the throne.”


The fact that God does not have a corporal body is not in conflict with the Bible’s references to the 
Lord having hands (Isaiah 59:1), eyes (2 Chronicles 16:9),ears (Psalm 24:15), a face (Deuteronomy 
31:18), or back (Exodus 33:23).  Such references to the Lord having physical body parts are what are 
known as “anthropomorphisms”… 

“Anthropomorphisms” = a literary device used to figuratively apply human characteristics to an 
animal, object, or divine being.  


Point:  Anthropomorphisms used of God in Scripture should not be taken literally.  They are merely 
literary devices intended to describe the nature or work of God in a specific situation.


Explanation:  The Bible is clear that God cannot be fully seen.  He does not have a corporal body.  
He is surrounded by illustrious light so that no human eye cannot see Him fully.  Though humans can 
gaze on parts of His presence.  No one can fully behold Him.


 Body of Divinity, 45.8

 of 4 6



Application: God’s spiritual nature reveals that He is altogether different than us.  He cannot be 
limited by time or space.  He cannot be confined to a place or an object.  He is majestic and 
powerful.  He is immense, unfathomable, and uncontainable!


At the dedication of the first temple, Solomon declared truth related to these realities… 

1 Kings 8:27  “But will God indeed live on earth? Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot 
contain you, much less this temple I have built."


In his day, Isaiah did as well… 

Isaiah 66:1 This is what the Lord says: Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool.  Where 
could you possibly build a house for me? And where would my resting place be?


6. Unity 

Deuteronomy 6:4 ““Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one”


Closely related to the idea of divine unity is the idea of divine exclusivity.  Multiple passages confirms 
that there is no God besides the one, true God (Psalm 82:18; Psalm 86:10; Isaiah 45:5-6, 18; Mark 
12:29; 1 Corinthians 8:4).


The New Testament highlights the exclusivity of the Lord in one of Paul’s epistles… 

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 
Christ Jesus…”


Application: The unity of God teaches us that there is one God who deserves our worship.  As 
God’s Law reveals, we should have no other Gods before the Lord (Exodus 20:3).  No thing, no 
person, no thought, or no priority should compete for the attention of our hearts and minds above 
the Lord.  He deserves our utmost devotion and adoration. 

7. Simplicity


Point: Though God exists in a Trinity, He is One.


Charles Ryrie: “The attribute of simplicity means that God is not a composite or compounded 
being.  This has to do with His essence, so that it in no way contradicts the revelation of the Trinity.  
But this attribute also reminds us that when we consider God as a Triune Being He is not divisible or 
composed of parts or multiple substances.” 
9

Explanation: “All the attributes of God do not become added together to form God; rather, God’s 
attributes are identical with God’s essence and constitute God’s oneness.” 
10

Point: This doctrine is maintained by the reality that God exists as a Spirit.” 
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Charles Ryrie: “The simplicity of God underscores His self-existence (for there was no prior cause 
to form a composite being), assures us that God will never be anything other than Spirit.” 
11

Application: Because of the simplicity of God, we can trust that He will never change.  His character 
and works are immutable.  We can have confidence in Him. 

8. Personhood 

By “personhood,” we mean that God has personality.  He functions like a person in that He has 
emotions, mental schemas, thought patterns, and volitional desires.  Furthermore, He 
communicates, acts, and reasons.  The Lord is not an “impersonal spirit” as some philosophers and 
theologians would clam.  He is a self-conscious being capable of self-determination. 
12

Point: The design of our Universe gives evidence to a creator.  Considering the complex nature of 
our Universe, it must have been made by an all-wise God.  If God is all-wise, it stands to reason that 
He would not make such a magnificent Universe without a purpose.  Nor would He create 
humankind without a purpose.  He made humanity in order to relate to humanity.  Logic reveals that 
God is personal.


Point: The personhood of God is seen through the title “Heavenly Father.”  When Jesus taught us to 
pray, He instructed us to use such a title.  God could not be regarded as a “Father” if He was not 
personal in nature.


Jesus said… 

Matthew 6:9 “Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, your name be honored 
as holy.”


Point: The personhood of God is also seen through the Trinity.  Before time began, there was 
interaction, communication, and displays of emotion between the three members of the Godhead 
(Genesis 1:26; John 17:21).


Point:  In addition, the Lord’s display of virtues and emotions in Scripture give witness to His 
personhood.  An impersonal God could not exhibit anger (Psalm 7:11), justice (Deuteronomy 10:18), 
mercy (Exodus 20:6), love (1 John 4:8), and grace (Ephesians 1:6).


Application: This aspect of God’s nature teaches us that He is a personal God who desires to relate 
to His creation.
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